
"Change the world in one hour", 
Southern Africa archbishop 

Posted on: March 20, 2013 10:17 AM 
Related Categories: Abp Makgoba, acen, environment, Southern Africa  

By Bellah Zulu, ACNS 

The Primate of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, has urged Anglicans in 
Africa and around the world to support Earth Hour by "switching off your lights" and "switching on to saving the 
world".  
 
The archbishop said this ahead of Earth Hour, an annual worldwide event organised by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF). It encourages households and businesses to turn off non-essential lights for one hour to raise 
awareness of the need for action on climate change.  
 
"In one hour you can change the world," said Archbishop Makgoba, who also chairs the Anglican Communion 
Environmental Network. "Let this be the first hour of a new life of energy saving, and living lightly." 
 
The archbishop acknowledged the importance of preserving the world for posterity. "We have no other option to 
preserving our world for future generations," he said. "There is no planet B [and] we have no alternative!"  
 
The event first took place in 2007 when 2.2 million residents of Sydney, Australia, turned off their non-essential 
lights, and in 2008 many other cities round the world did the same.  
 
This Saturday (23 March) everyone on the planet is urged to switch off their lights from 20.30 to 21.30 to show 
their commitment to a sustainable future. They are then to make that commitment tangible in long-term choices 
for more environmentally friendly living.  
 
ENDS 

Notes to editors 

• For more information about Earth Hour, see http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk/ 

• For more information about the Anglican Communion Environmental Network (ACEN), 

seehttp://acen.anglicancommunion.org, http://www.facebook.com/GreenAnglicans and  

http://carbonfast2013.wordpress.com/. 

http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2013/03/change-the-world-in-one-hour,-southern-africa-

archbishop.aspx 
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